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FOR INFORMATION 

 

NSDIP Advisory Committee Annual Meeting 2020  

Agenda Item 2.1 

Last updated: 3 September 2020 

Prepared by E Stedman 

 

Northern Territory NSDIP Coordinator Report 2019-20 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That the NSDIP Advisory Committee NOTE the report on activities undertaken by the Northern 
Territory Department of Primary Industry and Resources (DPIR) during the financial year 2019-20. 
  

 

BACKGROUND  

This report describes the activities undertaken by the Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and 

Resources (DPIR) during the financial year 2019-20 against national commitments as documented in the 

National Significant Disease Investigation Program Business Plan July 2019 – June 2022. 

 

DISCUSSION 

2. 21 disease investigation cases were subsidised in 2019/20; 3 more than in 19/20 and 9 more than in 

17/18. All but one case included laboratory exclusion of one or more notifiable diseases.  
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3. 19 cases received a subsidy of $300. For 2 cases which required multiple sampling visits and full field 

post-mortems, a $600 subsidy was paid. 

 

4. The total cost of laboratory testing for subsidised cases was $14,500.70. 

 

5. NT NSDIP training did not occur in 19/20. The Committee accepted a training proposal in September 

2020, and two NT private vets were selected to participate in the Victorian Animal Disease 

Investigation Course in April 2020, however, the training was cancelled due to the COVID pandemic. 

The budget for this training ($3,477) was diverted to disease investigation subsidies. It is proposed 

that a local disease investigation training course is held in early 2021; a proposal for this training will 

be provided to the Committee in due course. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

6. The NT budget for 19/20 was $17,255. A total of $16,150.40 was spent, leaving $1,104.60 unspent. A 

breakdown of expenditure is below. 

 

  

CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION  

7. Three NSDIP-related articles were published in the NT Veterinary Board newsletter in 19/20. This 

newsletter is sent directly to all primary and secondary registered vets in the Northern Territory. 

8. NT NSDIP information is available at https://dpir.nt.gov.au/boards-and-committees/veterinary-board-

of-the-NT/information-for-veterinarians  
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Expenditure $ 

Vet subsidies 6900 

Lab claim 9250.40 

Training 0 

Total spent 16150.40 
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NT Vet Board newsletter July 2019                  NT Vet Board newsletter November 2019 

 

 

NT Vet Board Newsletter May 2020 
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NEXT STEPS/ACTIONS 

9. None required. 

 

FEEDBACK 

10.  

 

Q1 My organisation’s needs and expectations of the NSDIP are being met. 

Strongly agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly disagree 

Please explain your answer, including any suggested changes: 

The data collection and financial processes are adequate.   

 

Q2 
The National Significant Disease Investigation Program has provided opportunities to private 
veterinarians for gaining the necessary knowledge and skills to investigate and report on 
disease events. 

Strongly agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly disagree 

Please explain your answer, including any suggested changes: 

NA for 2020 

 

 

Q3 
The National Significant Disease Investigation Program has helped to improve the level of 
notifiable disease investigations through effective engagement with private veterinarians and 
assisting in funding investigations that may not have progressed otherwise. 

Strongly agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly disagree 

Please explain your answer, including any suggested changes: 

Engagement with private veterinarians regarding NSDIP has improved. Private vets report it is a good 
incentive.  

Notifiable disease investigation in the NT is improving, however this may be due to the targeted Northern 
Australian Biosecurity Surveillance project subsidies and training for northern Australian cattle 
veterinarians. 

Some vets report being confused as to why significant diseases in small animals are not included within the 
scope of the program, and suggest that this would facilitate more notifiable disease exclusions in these 
species. 

 

Q4 
Animal Health Australia is managing the National Significant Disease Investigation Program 
effectively/satisfactorily. 

Strongly agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly disagree 

Please explain your answer, including any suggested changes: 

 

 

 


